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3 May 1972 


Mr. Frank RK. Carlacci 

Associate Director, Office of 
Management and Budget 

Washington, D.C. 20508 


Dear Mr. Carluect: 


The Director has asked iae to reply to your memorandurn of 
April 7, 1972, requesting our comments on a draft Office of Management a 
and Budget Circular being considered for adoption as policy applicable 
to Federal employee parking facilities. 


The subject of parking facilities commensurate with the efficient x 


conduct of cur operations continues to be of utmost concern to this Agency. 

We have been working with the General services Administration (GSA) for 
many years to ensure that suca facilitics contribute to eniployee productivity 
at nifnimal cost and are consistent with the availability of public transportation 
as well as environmental considerations. In view of this, we have reviewed 
the Circular draft with interest. 


It is foreseen that a policy and program to further the principles of 
uniform, cquitable parking space acquisition, assignment, ard cost will do 
rauch to increase the efficiency of those Federal clements located in congested 


urkan arcas of high-traffic density, as in citles such as New York and fe 


San Francisco, where the competition and costs for parking are greatest, 
and where adequate, high-volume niass translt systems are now in operation. 
Further, substantial bencfics should also be attainable in the future when 
comprehensive mass translt systems mow being developed, such as the hictro 
in the istrict of Columbia, are completed and placed in operation tn other 
congested urban localities, 
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However, we do not anree thee the palicy outlined in the draft 
Circular should apply to those areas where congested conditions and 
hich-traffic conditions do net prevall, or where adequnte, hih-volume 
mass transit systems ars not yet availalle. Mony Federal clenients, 
auch as our headquarters offices in the vicinity of McLean, Virginia, ars 
situated in suburLan, or senit-ruval outlying localities surrounded by 
extensive, open countryside acreage, Urban congestion and high-traffic 
density do not exist and, as ni result, assessing employees for parking is 
not an accented practice in such localities, citber on the part of local 
governments or the private sector. [Public transportation to the limited 
extent available is wholly inadequate to the needs of the personnel considering 
the areas In which most bave found housing. | It is not bblleved that parking 
agsessments in auch cases will bine about the ultininte objectives of the 
draft Circular, i.@., reduce congested traffic and enviromental pollution. 
Conversely, it will serve to Luild up cmiployee resentment of 2 procedure 
which would be abnormal for sularban and semi-rural localities, {particularly 
when, aa in our case, extensive open parking areas were deliberately and 
necessarily created when the bullding was constructed. The new proposal 
would scemingly benefit no Accney cinpleyaes while inmapocing a burden on 
most assivned ta this area. | 

An example of a congested urlan area where we Lolleve tiat the 
stated oljectives of the drvafe Clreular also could not be achieved for a number 
of years, and its application now would Lc untimely, is the high-rise, urban 


Rosslyn aren. It is standard practice for Government and commercial employees 


in thet orea to rent their own parking spaces and employces of this Agency pay 
up to $39 per month on a lease kagis. At such time as the mass, rapid transit, 
Metro system begins to operate in Rosslyn, a uniform policy on parking 
charves nay then gerve to encourage the use of that system in Rosslyn as well 
as the District of Columiia. At this Ume, however, it would have no 
appreciatie affect in Rosslyn due to the inadequacy of the existing, low-volume 
public bug transportation. 


Accordinely, it is surcested thar tha proposed policy. if adopted, be 
established on a selective basis for anplication only where it is clearly evident 
that adequate wass transit is available, and where congestion and traffic 


ee 
density exist te the extent thet employce parking asseasinents are a practicallo, 
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acceptable, necessary step. Further, it is suggested that any programs 
which stem from this policy be monitored at frequent intervals to assure 
that they have resulted in an actual benefit to the locality Involved in terms 


of increased use of mass transit, and reduced traffic congestion and “es 
Breer ; 4, fiat 
environuicnial pollution. ieee poe Vee 


Inasrmuch as GSA possesses the responsibility for most of cur 
facilities, including site location, acquisition, and construction, as well 
as building operation and maintenance, we will continuc to rely on that 
agency for guidance in ensuring compliance with standards in the area of 
employee parking facilitles,  Xeat ay chen. (ke) 


if there are any questions concerning this letter, plcage ler me 
know. 


Sincerely, 


(signed) John W, Coffey 
john W.Cofley 
Donuty Director 
for Support 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Executive Officer to the DDA 


FROM [eee — 25X1A9a 
Director of Logistics 


SUBJECT : Pay Parking at Non-Headquarters Buildings 


1. Please see the attached re the ADMAG memo to the 
DDA on parking. I have enclosed for your information a memo 
from Rosslyn employees giving pertinent parking information 
as a response to a Key Building petition against an increase 
in leased parking rates. Also attached is a memo containing 
data on shuttle and public bus transportation to Agency facili- 
ties. Neither document has ever been released from the Director 
of Logistics and, therefore, should be controlled. 


2. The two documents provide a reasonable summary of 
employee transportation problems with the exception of recent 
events related to the Community Headquarters Building. As you 
are aware, there are some sensitive arrangements in existence 
for EOB and the old PMI Garage which GSA uses. As noted in the 
petition response, OMB has taken the entire matter under advise- 
ment as well as consideration of external proposals to charge 
for all federal parking whether government-owned or -leased. 


3. We consider the parking issue to be fraught with peril 
as regards to employee satisfaction (i.e., there will be no way 
to satisfy all the employees all of the time, and this is an 
explosive issue because it hits the pocketbook) and recommend 
that the ADMAG proposal to publish the results of Agency in- 
vestigations and actions in this area as counterproductive. 
When you have read the attached, I will be happy to discuss 
this further with you and Jack Blake. 


25X1A9a 


Atts 
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